
 

 

“Excellent” for Bluegrass Worship 

281 Silent Night, Holy Night 

290 Go Tell It on the Mountain 

335 Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross 

423 Shall We Gather at the River 

536 God Be with You Till We Meet Again 

592 Just As I am, without One Plea 

608 Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling 

623 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me 

638 Blessed Assurance 

677 This Little Light of Mine 

697 Just a Closer Walk with Thee 

723 Canticle of the Turning 

732 Borning Cry 

733 Great Is Thy Faithfulness 

742 What a Friend We Have in Jesus 

774 What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine 

779 Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound 

785 When Peace like a River 

790 Day by Day 

824 This Is My Father’s World 

856 How Great Thou Art 

“Friendly” for Bluegrass Worship 

296 What Child Is This 

376 Thine Is the Glory 

437 On Jordan’s Stormy Bank I Stand 

439 Soon and Very Soon 

451 We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus 

471 Let Us Break Bread Together 

487 What Feast of Love 

502 The King of Love My Shepherd Is 

556 Morning Has Broken 

561 Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory 

574 Here I Am, Lord 

617 We Come to You for Healing, Lord 

671 Shine, Jesus, Shine 

728 Blest Are They 

778 The Lord’s My Shepherd 

780 Shepherd Me, O God 

782 My Shepherd, You Supply My Need 

789 Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us 

866 We Are Marching in the Light 

879 For the Beauty of the Earth 

886 Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 
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A WORD ABOUT THE BLUEGRASS MASS... 

 

In the mid 1940s Bill Monroe began playing a style of music that came to be 

known as “bluegrass.” By the mid 1950s bluegrass was established as a recog-

nizable genre, combining influences from American and Celtic folk music, 

blues, jazz, shape-note singing, and southern hymnody. Bluegrass is primarily 

an acoustic music and the instruments most associated with it are banjo, mando-

lin, guitar, fiddle, bass fiddle and dobro. It is high-energy music. The underly-

ing rhythm is simple, but there is a heavy use of syncopation in the melodic 

lines. Harmonically it is fairly basic, but dissonant intervals are common. It has 

been described as a “high, lonesome sound.” 

 

Bluegrass is not defined by the songs per se, but by the way in which the songs 

are performed. There should be a strong, steady pulse and the off-beat and 

weaker beats need to be emphasized. Be careful not to drag. The vocals are typ-

ically pitched high and the vocal style is “light.” Parts are defined by their rela-

tionship to the melody, and move parallel to the melody. If only one harmony 

part is added it should be the tenor. The tenor is the first harmonizing note 

above the melody. The baritone is the first harmonizing part below the melody. 

The bass normally sings the root of the chord with occasional passing notes. 

The baritone can be sung an octave higher, though it is less common. Rarely is 

the melody the highest note sounded. 

 

What we have attempted to achieve in this liturgy is nothing less than what 

Martin Luther presented with his Deutsche Messe – matching the liturgy with 

popular tunes. In Luther’s case, it was medieval chant and popular folk tunes of 

his time. In our case, we matched parts of the liturgy with four familiar songs: 

“In the Pines,” “Will the Circle Be Unbroken,” “This Little Light of Mine,” and 

“Wayfaring Stranger.” 

 

We hope you enjoy it! 

 

 

 

 

The Bluegrass Mass was created by  

Jim Baseler, Terry Edwards, and Jeff Marble. 

 

David Drebes formatted and edited this edition  

with the help of Janice Phoebus and Dennis Scott. 
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We hope you’ve enjoyed the Bluegrass Mass! Free downloads of this liturgy are available at: 

www.alpb.org/bluegrass-mass. 

The form and text of the liturgy are adapted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 

2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America admin. Augsburg Fortress. Reproduced by 

Permission. The text of This is the Feast copyright © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship admin. 

Augsburg Fortress. Reproduced by permission. 

Users of this Bluegrass Mass worship book must have a valid liturgies license from Augsburg 

Fortress, or a subscription to sundaysandseasons.com. Permission may also be obtained by 

contacting copyright@augsburgfortress.org.  

We thank Augsburg Fortress for their permission and assistance. 

If you use the Bluegrass Mass, please send an email to pastordrebes@gmail.com so we can 

track its usage. Grace and peace be with you! 

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united 

us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your 

Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the 

risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

SENDING 

 

* BENEDICTION: 
 

 
 

 

* SENDING SONG 

 

* DISMISSAL 
Go in peace, serve the Lord! 

Thanks be to God! 
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* NUNC DIMITTIS: 
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THE BLUEGRASS MASS 

A Service of Holy Communion 

* indicates to stand as able for this part of the service 

 

GATHERING 

A prelude may be played at this time. 

 

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

 Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 

on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 

in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

* GATHERING SONG 

 

* APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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*KYRIE: 

 

 
 

 

* SONG OF PRAISE: 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all  

people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

* THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

* AGNUS DEI: 

 

 
 

 

COMMUNION 
Songs may accompany the distribution of the Lord’s Supper. 

 

* TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 
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* OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 

blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we 

have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for 

us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them to the Lord 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right… we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

* SANCTUS: 
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6 

 

OR: * ALTERNATIVE SONG OF PRAISE: 

 

 
 

 

* THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
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OR: * ALTERNATIVE OFFERTORY: 
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MEAL 

Offering gifts are gathered in thanks toward God and in support of the Church’s 

mission to serve others according to the call of Jesus. 

 

* OFFERTORY: 
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WORD 

Readings and psalms may be shared at this time. 

 

* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: 
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OR: * LENTEN ACCLAMATION: 

 

 
 

 

The holy gospel according to Saint ______, the ___ chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

 After the gospel is read: 

 

Word of God, Word of life.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON - The assembly is seated. Silence for reflection follows. 
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* SONG OF THE DAY 
 

* THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 

Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci-

fied, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He 

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 

to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the for-

giveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 

all of God's good creation. 

 

 Each petition of the prayers ends with: 

 Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

* PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 

At this time, members of the assembly share a sign of peace with one another. 

 


